
East Northants Community Services (ENCS) – April 2021 update  
Also serving the district through the East Northants Faith Group (ENFG) 

(Registered Charity Number 1154210) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Please contact Andrew Presland at 
andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com or by 

phone on 01933 316927 if you would like more 
information on anything mentioned here – or if you 

have any information that you’d like including in a 
future update. 

We need you! 
 

Our new homeless accommodation in Rushden is now open – 
but we still need some more volunteers. 

 
As announced in our last update, we announced that we had 

secured a new property to reopen our homeless 
accommodation, which was previously based at the Full Gospel 

Church.  As you may already know, it is in Duck Street, 
Rushden, and we opened on Tuesday 6th April. Although all the 

accommodation is now up and running, we still need  
some support from volunteers. 

 
Our primary need is for individuals who can volunteer some of 

their time on a weekend day (it does not have to be every 
weekend) and individuals who can do evenings from 4pm 
onwards. We are also looking for individuals who can do 
collections from supermarkets late evenings and in the 

mornings, including picking them up, dropping them off to us and 
putting them away. 

 
If you are a non-judgmental, passionate, empathetic individual 

who wants to help those who have been rough sleeping, please 
email us on rushdenhomeless@encs.org.uk or call 

 01933 312736. 
 

Please support us 
 
At ENCS, we are reliant on grant funding and donations from 
individuals, groups and companies to keep our services running. 

We are incredibly grateful to all those who can support us, 
whether with food items, their time, financial donations, 

spreading the word or keeping us in their prayers. If you can 
support us, you can drop off donations at our food banks during 

their opening times. 
 

You can also use our giving page to give a one off or recurring 
donation https://www.give.net/20217071 and remember to gift 

aid it if you can! 
Alternatively, donations can be paid by cheque, payable to 
‘East Northants Faith Group’ and sent to ENCS, c/o 60 High 

Street South, Rushden, NN10 0QX, with a covering note if the 
donation is for a particular project (e.g. Rushden Homeless 

Project or Food Bank) rather than for ENCS in general. 
Alternatively, BACS transfers can be made to sort code 20-45-

77 and account number 90906026.                                            
  If you have any queries on the work of ENCS, or 

wish to help in any way, please contact Jo Burns on 
info@encs.org.uk  or 07871 999020. 

God bless, Jo Burns 
 

Church-based social prescribers? 
 

As some of you know, a recent application from ENFG 
to the Thriving Communities Fund for funding for a 
couple of social prescriber posts was unsuccessful. 
During the process of developing the application, it 
became clear, however, that employing at least one 

church-based social prescriber within East 
Northamptonshire (and beyond) would be an innovative 

and helpful step, enabling churches to make more 
people aware of the services that they run for their 

local community; helping them to set up new services 
to meet post-COVID needs; and to ensure that the 

non-medical needs of  church members can be met 
(e.g. through walking or social groups or volunteering in 
the community). If you know of some available funding, 

or in people who may be able to volunteer for such 
roles, please let Andrew Presland know (contact details 

below). 

Friends of Refugees – East Northants 
The most recent meeting took place on Zoom on Thursday 22nd 
April: a note of the meeting is available from Andrew Presland - 

and the next meeting will be on Thursday 1st July. 
 

Update for prayer/information:  
the next court hearing in a local family’s appeal against the 
Home Office decision to not grant them refugee status has 

recently been deferred to Monday 10th May due to the 
unavailability before then of the expert barrister who is working 

with them. 

 
The Forum has existed since 2002 and provides its 

many members of museums, heritage attractions and 
historic houses with a friendly network of support and 

representation for the benefit of its members. It is run by 
a dedicated volunteer committee with a Chair, Secretary 

and Treasurer, and Charles, Ninth Earl Spencer, is its 
patron.  

Membership of the Forum is open to local churches 
that are heritage attractions as well as places of 

worship – e.g. for access to training for volunteers 
and advice on funding sources.  

More details are available on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/Northamptonshireheritagefor

um/. A website is also currently under development. 
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