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Please contact Andrew Presland at 
andrew.presland.harborough58@gmail.com or by phone on 01933 

316927 if you would like any more information on anything 
mentioned on this sheet. 

Details of the next Leaders’ Lunch  are, of course, 
currently unclear, but whether or not it goes ahead in 

June as previously planned, it is due to include reports on 
the recent, current and future work on ENCS, an update 

on Social Prescribing  and some other updates.  

ENCS and Coronvirus ( Covid -19) 
 

At the time of writing (Friday 27th March), Rushden 
Night Shelter  has needed to close due to a shortage of 

available staff and volunteers, and ENCS has been 
working closely with East Northants Council and Homes 

Direct to secure accommodation for those who were 
clients. The Cornerfield Café  has also closed, Corby 

Night Shelter  is working with Corby Council to 
continue to provide accommodation and support for its 
residents, and the Recovery House  and Food Bank  are 
continuing, operating in different ways from usual due to 

the Government’s restrictions.  
 

The Food Bank would welcome donations of food or 
money at this time: Sara Owst is happy to provide more 

details (sara.owst@encs.org.ukor or 07814406731).  
 

If you or someone you know is at risk of 
homelessness in East Northants, please get in touch 

with Homes Direct on 0345 600 5050. 
 

If you have any queries on the work of ENCS, or wish to 
help in any way, please contact Jo Burns on 

info@encs.org.uk or 07871 999020. 

Refugee support   
 

Good news has been received by Rushden family 
Therese, Mobi and daughter Lilly from Egypt, whose 

appeal hearing has been adjourned as requested, giving 
their solicitor more time to get the evidence necessary to 
enable them to gain refugee status and be granted leave 

to remain in the UK. Anyone wishing to contribute 
towards the costs of their living in Rushden is 

encouraged to contact Andrew Presland (details as 
below). 

“Faith really can help improve our wellbeing” 
 

This was a recent headline used by former DJ Janey 
Lee Grace in a recent publication, quoting research 

from the Office for National Statistics on Religion and 
health in England and Wales  which found that – after 
adjusting for age, sex, broad ethnic group and region - 
people in 2016 to 2018 who identified with no religion 
were significantly less likely to be satisfied with their 

health than those who identified as Christian, Hindu or 
Jewish. 

 
For those wanting a bit more reading matter in the 

current circumstances, the full report can be seen at: 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunit
y/culturalidentity/religion/articles/religionandhealthineng

landandwales/february2020 
 

The website also provides links to parallel reports on 
Religion, education and work in England and 

Wales ; Religion and crime in England and Wales ; 
and Religion and participation in England and 

Wales .   

 

From the Northants Telegraph: 

Coronavirus: Northamptonshire's volunteer army 
asked to register with emergency planners 

The county’s emergency planning team is calling on the army 
of community groups and good Samaritans who are helping 

the vulnerable and those self isolating to register with them so 
they can map the services being provided across 

Northamptonshire. 

Deputy Chief Executive at Northamptonshire County Council, 
Anna Earnshaw, said: “It is incredible how many people have 

made themselves available to help those most in need in these 
extraordinary times. It is these examples of selfless community 
spirit which will help us through this. We are aware people are 
advertising their services in their local areas through Facebook 

or mail drops. The level of community response is amazing 

“We are asking these support groups to contact us and 
register their details. This will not only mean they will be able 

to receive the very latest up to date information about the 
current situation in their local area, it will also allow them to 

access essential supply chains for the people needing help. It 
will also allow us to point them to people that we know need 
help. “We will also be able to map out where such offers of 

support are available in the county and where there are areas 
of less support which need addressing. Together we can work 

to ensure those people who need the most help receive it. 
 

“If you are not already part of one of these groups and nothing 
exists in your area at the moment, there is nothing to stop you 

setting up your own support network.” 
 

Groups can register by either completing an online form 
here or by emailing 

nccg.communityresilience.covid19@nhs.net 
 

This is one of several groups helping out locally in response 
to Coronavirus: 

 

 


